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opinion before the King only to deliver him from a useless
torment which could not but do him injury. But M. du Maine,
and Madame de Maintenon also, had too much interest to
maintain him in this fear, and by their art filled him with
horror against M. d'Orleans, whom they named as the author
of these crimes, so that the King with this prince before his
-eyes every day, was in a perpetual state of alarm.

With his children the King had lost, and by the same way,
.a princess, who in addition to being the soul and ornament of
his court, was, moreover, all his amusement, all his joy, all his
affection, in the hours when lie was not in public. Never,
since he entered the world, had he become really familiar with
any one but her; it has been seen elsewhere to what extent.
Nothing could fill up this great void: the bitterness of being
deprived of her augmented, because he could find no diversion.
This unfortunate state made him seek relief everywhere in
abandoning himself more and more to Madame de Maintenon
and M. du Maine.

They soon managed to obtain possession of him, as it were,
entirely; leaving no art unexhausted in order to flatter, to
amuse, to please, and to interest him. He was made to believe
that M. du Maine was utterly without ambition; like a good
father of a family, solely occupied with his children, touched
with the grandeur of his nearness to the Bang, simple, frank,
upright, and one who after working at his duties all day, and
after giving himself time for prayer and piety, amused himself
in hunting, and drew upon his natural gaiety and cheerfulness,
without knowing anything of the Court, or of what was passing !
.Compare this portrait with his real character, and we shall feel
with terror what a rattlesnake was introduced into the King's
privacy.

Established thus in the mind and heart of the King, the
opportunity seemed ripe for profiting by precious time that
could not last long. Everybody smiled upon the project of M.
du Maine and Madame de Maintenon. They had rendered M.
d'OrMans odious in the eyes of the King and of the whole
country, by the most execrable calumnies. How could he